The principles set out in the article can readily be applied to oral surgery. Most oral surgery is approached intra-orally although some, for instance open reduction of certain mandibular fractures, is approached externally. In general dental practice, the most common oral surgical procedure requiring an incision would be the removal of unerupted mandibular or maxillary third molars. Removal of these molars often requires removal of bone.
Even if the infection associated with erupting or partly erupting third molars has been treated with an antibiotic it is likely that, even in the absence of major symptoms of infection, bacterial contamination will persist. In these circumstances the surgical procedure of third molar removal may be classified 'contaminated' using the criteria of Table 1 In contrast, I wonder at the inclusion of the section on infectious diseases, and suspect that this handbook is not about to replace Antibiotic Guidelines in this area.
My major criticism of the book is that it is, at least at first, a little difficult to navigate. There are no clear divisions between sub-sections of the book and I imagine this might make it difficult to find what you want in an emergency. However, once this has been overcome, the instructions are succinct and easy to read. Overall, it is an interesting and informative read, but most of the handbook consists of information which is already the regular practice of doctors in emergency departments. I therefore suspect it will be of most use to medical practitioners who do not frequently encounter the conditions discussed. As such, I
would highly recommend it for use by practitioners working in rural and remote areas.
